In considering fractures of the spine, Mr. Erichsen mentions the following case, which we believe is the only one of the kind on record:
" A woman was admitted into University College Hospital with an injury of the neck, the nature of which could not be accurately ascertained. She was in no way paralyzed, but kept her head in a fixed position. A few days after admission, whilst making a movement in her bed by which she turned her head, she fell back dead. On examination it was found that the spinous process of the fifth cervical vertebra had been broken off short; and was impacted in such a way between the arches of this and the fourth, as to compress the cord. This impaction and consequent compression probably occurred at the time of the incautious movement, thus producing immediate death." (p. 276.) We must conclude this short notice by recommending Mr. Erichsen's work to the student as a valuable text-book, and to the practitioner as an excellent work of reference to inform him of the state of surgical science and practice up to the date of its publication.
B. C. Williams.
